Queens Council on Developmental Disabilities

Monday, September 11, 2017
Meeting minutes

The meeting was called to order at 9:40a.m. Lisa Veglia, Co-Chair for the Council welcomed all present.  There were 72 individuals present at today’s meeting.
Mary Knox, Vice-Chair, QCDD Council made a motion to approve the QCDD minutes with any necessary changes.  Wendy Schoenfeld, Adult Transition Services Committee Co-Chair second the motion.  Motion carried.  All in favor. 

Introductions & Program Announcements were made.  
NYC. Dept. Health and Mental Hygiene- Lisa Bernard, 347-396-7144, lbernard@health.nyc.gov.
 On June 6th, the NYC Council adopted its Fiscal Year 2018 budget. 3+ million dollars in Autism Initiative funding was allocated amongst 38 programs to provide wrap-around recreation and or/education and training services to individuals and/or their families.  For a list of those agencies, please go to the NYC Council’s website.
.

OPWDD- Francina Branch, Family Support Coordinator, Region IV

1- Donna and Liz could not be at today’s meeting.  They had a previous meeting already scheduled.

2- High needs funding has been approved back to July 1, 2017. Template funding will continue.
3- The RFA is in draft form for entities interested in becoming CCO’s (Core Coordination Organizations). 
4- If you are interested in attending the OPWDD public hearing on the 5 year plan please rsvp to Nicole Lopez by September 25 at nicole.lopez@opwdd.ny.gov.  The NYC location will be 25 beaver Street, from 3-7pm. 
5- Care at Home will be transitioning to the Department of Health, (DOH).
6- Helena DeSanto, Executive Deputy Commissioner at OPWDD will be retiring in December 2017.  Jim Kiyonaga will be assuming the position.
7- Donna Limiti, Director, Region IV will be retiring effective September 29, 2017. Liz Cambra, Deputy Director will be serving as Acting Director until the position is filled. 

8- Ms. Crystal Shape is the Queens Community Service Administrator. 
I.A.C. Ryan Garofalo 
This week is DSP recognition week. Please be sure to recognize the hard work of our Direct Support Professionals. 
IAC is gearing up again for phase 2 of the #bFairtoDirectCare campaign, that was very successful in getting DSP salary increases in the NYS budget this year. A similar campaign is being planned for education programs. Education providers met over the summer to discuss advocacy strategies to increase tuition rates, hire and retain quality staff, and ensure fiscal viability of their programs.

Presenter: Partner’s Health Plan (PHP) 
Presented on Care Coordination and other benefits of their health plan for individuals with I/DD.  For more information or a presentation, please contact Annrose Bacani, 917-576-3475, abacani@phpcares.org
 Council Chair’s Report:
Lisa Veglia, Co-Chair, report that the QCDD calendar is out on the information table and will be on the website. The next four (Oct, Nov, Dec, Jan) QCDD meetings will be held at Queens Borough Hall, room 200.  February, April, May and June’s QCDD meetings will be held at the Queens DDRO. We will not have a March meeting due to our annual Legislative Breakfast on Friday, March 9, 2018 at Queens College.

The October 27 Annual Family Support Conference 2017 will be at Queens College this year.  Registration is open on the QCDD website. 

Donna Limiti will be the recipient of the June Marcus Award for 2017.  In honor of Beverly Berger the council has created the Beverly Berger, Family Advocacy Award.  Beverly will be the first recipient of the award.     
Mary Knox, Vice-Chair, announced that the cost for booth registration has changed.  If your agency is a member of the QCDD the cost will be $150.00.  For non-member agencies the cost is $200.00.  If you are a for-profit agency the cost is $250.00.

Announcements:
The Queens Family Support Services Advisory Council

Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 18, 2017 at 10:00am at Bernard Fineson (Queens) DDRO, building 80, lower lever.  For more information, please contact Judith Gleason, Chair at 718-217-5912, 646-591-0796, the jud@aol.com.
Alex Elegudin@tlc.nyc.gov, 646-574-0414

The Taxi & Limosine Commission (TLC) has released proposed for Hire Vehicles Accessibility rules.  The purpose is to bring true accessibility via availability of wheelchair accessible vehicles for services such as Uber, Lyft, Via, etc.  The rules also provide bases more flexibility by allowing any base to dispatch any wheelchair accessibility for –hire vehicle, regardless of base class.

The TLC will hold a public hearing on September 28, 2017 @ 10:00am, at New York Marriott Downtown, 85 West Street, NY.  If you need a reasonable accommodation of a disability please call Office of legal Affairs at 212-676-1135..  Please support this with a letter to Mr. Elegudine and/or come to the hearing.

CMS Advocates meeting, Friday, September 29, 2017 from 10:30-12 noon at26 Federal Plaza, 6th Floor, Room J.

Iyaho Social services OPEN HOUSE

September 29, 2017 & October 9, 2017 from 10am-4pm & 5pm-7pm

Brooklyn Day Hab, 4821 Ave N, Brooklyn, NY 11234/ Queens Day Hab, 208-13 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica, NY 11428.  For more information and to RSVP contact Preya Ramdhanie at 516-280-6930 Ext, 211 or Irene Benito-Revollo, (Spanish) at 516-280-5930, ext 236. 

RRB Therapy and NYschool.org presents the 2nd annual-Queens Special Needs Service Fair
Art House Astoria, Saturday, October 14, 2017, 2-5 pm, 23-35 Broadway, Astoria, NY 11106.  If you would like a table at the event, please contact RachelBorreroLCSW@gmail.com.
The Early Childhood Direction Center is proud to present a Workshop for PARENTS!
Parents do you have concerns about your child’s behgavior?

Date: November 1, 2017

Place: Queens Centers for Progress-81-15 164th Street, Jamaica, NY (Large Conference Room)

Tine; 10:00-12:00

Register by October 26th, 2017 @ 718-215-1299.  Space is limited.  We will not be able to provide babysitting.  Please provide for your children accordingly.

The Queens Early Childhood Direction Center-PRESENTS

Free Workshops—FALL 2017Workshops for Professionals:

Engineering the Visual Classroom-October 4, 2017 @ 9:30-12:00

Measuring What Matters-Observation and Data Collection in the Classroom-October 11, 2017 @ 9:30-12:00

Helping Early Childhood Educators Work with Challenging Behaviors-November 1, 2017-@ 12:30-3:00

Techniques for teaching Educational Concepts-December 6, 2017 @-9:30-12:00

Would should attend: Teachers, paraprofessionals, clinicians, social workers and anyone who works with young children.

WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS!

How to Understand the meaning of Your Child’s Challenging Behavior-November 1, 2017 @ 10:00-12:00 pm.

Who should attend: parents, guardians or family members.

To register call 718-215-1299 The Early Childhood Direction Center (ECDC)
Community Service Society- CSS of New York SW CPE is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers and professionals.  For questions call 212-614-5338 or go to http://benefitsplus.cssny.org/home/training.
Assemblyman Mike Miller- Please send job announcements for constituents seeking employment to my office.  Contact Carmela Isabella at isabellac@nyassembly.gov.  Assemblyman Mike Miller now serves on the mental health committee.
Chris Grief, NYCTRC
For more information please contact Chris Grief at chrisgreif@yahoo.com or call (347)-589-1691.
Heaven’s Hands Community Services, Inc.- Karen Humphrey

There are openings in our Queens (Middle Village) after-school respite program with transportation (may be available).  For individuals ages 8-21. From 2:30pm-6:00pm.

There are openings in our Glendale Day Habilitation programs.  Also, accepting referrals for our Community Habilitation, In-Home and Afterschool Respite programs.  For information please contact Karen Humphrey at 917-909-1148.

NYSID- Elizabeth Sunshine

Free In-home psychological and psychosocial evaluation to determine eligibility for OPWDD services, for individuals that do not have Medicaid living in Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island & Bronx. Please contact Elizabeth Sunshine @ 917-699-0578.

NYSID- Juliet Hawkins

Crisis Behavior Management program for Queens.  Please contact Juliet Hawkins at 
917-524-4856. 

General Human Outreach, Inc.-Pat Liu Chang, pat@GHOINC.org, 718-307-6563
Family Support Service

Non-Medicaid case management- Waitlist/
Medicaid service Coordination/waitlist

Free evaluations for individuals w/o Medicaid, living in Queens.

Adult programs (waiver services)

Employment programs: Pathways, ETP, SEMP, 

Community Based Weekend Respite – Wait list/

Day Hab w/o walls – Queens, Brooklyn and Manhattan
Day Hab site based in Long Island City

All services are available w/bilingual speaking staff in Cantonese or Korean.  Sign language service available also.

ANIBIC-Peter Coleman, 347-594-2147

Medicaid Service Coordination and Non-Medicaid Service Coordination has openings for Queens residents.

ANIBIC is now accepting applications for Community Habilitation.
ANIBIC-VOICE, our Vocational department, continues to have openings for Pre-Vocational, Supported Employment and a waitlist for DVE services.

Iris Hill/Bellrose Senior Day habilitation program (ages 50 and up) has 4 openings for individuals who have MSC and Level of Care.

We continue to accept applications for our Friday Adult program (ages 17 and up) and our Weekend Respite Recreation Program (Saturdays or Sundays, ages 18 and up).

Family Counseling has openings for individuals who reside in Queens with their families.

If you have any questions, or wish to receive an application contact Peter Coleman at 347-594-2130.
For Family Reimbursement, contact Rachel Plakstis at 347-594-2130. 

QSAC – Call (718) 728-8476 with inquiries for all boroughs 
· Early Intervention (In-Home): Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Early Intervention Service Coordination: Ceres Joy Respicio ext 1252

· Early Intervention (Center Based): Joe Traegler 1521

· Early Intervention Evaluations: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· SEIT: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· SETSS: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Day Habilitation: Farzana Karim ext. 1233

· Social Skills Group – High Functioning Autism: Dita DeSena ext.1418
· Parent Training: Babina Chhetry ext. 1015

· CPSE Evaluations: Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Evaluations for individuals without Medicaid (Psychological/Psychosocial): Rhodie Volpe ext. 1512

· Preschool Centerbased Openings: Larisa Muratov ext. 1500

· Supplemental Day Hab: Johnny Nunez ext. 1222

· Non-Medicaid Service Coordination: Andrew Toscano ext. 1268

· Self Direction: Broker Services Jacqueline del Orbe ext.1229

· Day School: Larisa Muratov ext. 1513

· Respite: Johnny Nunez ext. 1222

· Housing Advocacy: Andrew Toscano ext. 1268
· Social Skills Group - High Functioning Autism: Rocio Chavez ext.1414

· Parent Support Group: Annie Washington ext. 1219
· Sibling/Parent Support Group and Parent Training: Joan Moore ext. 1948 

NY Lawyers For The Public Interest – Paola Martinez Boone –pmartinez-boone@nylpi.org
Fair Housing – NYLPI is taking housing cases eg. requiring that the landlords make reasonable accommodations.

AABR Inc.- Michael Arnold, Director of Day services at marnold@aabr.org (preferred) of at 347-236-0176.

Day Habilitation Programs- St. Pascal’s, located at 112-33 199 Street, St. Albans & Wellington Hall, located at 161-06 89th Avenue, Jamaica (S.E.M.P, and Pathways to Employment) in addition to Day Habilitation.  Both programs are wheelchair accessible.

NYFAC- Veronica Newhouse,  347-566-3122 x 307
NYFAC has openings for Day Hab w/o walls in Brooklyn and Queens.  Also afterschool  program, Monday to Thursday from 3:30pm-7:30pm, ages 8-18.  Saturday respite program ages 8-18, 9am-1pm, start date to be announced. 

Life’s WORC – Linda Renyi – 516-741-9000 x 8120
Day Hab openings with/o walls – vocational training, socialization and life skills training to ambulatory individuals with mild to moderate disabilities.  Individuals participate in volunteer jobs at various sites in the Community Door to Door transportation is provided.  Must have Medicaid service Coordinator to qualify.

Customized Employment opportunities including ETP (Employment Training Program) & SEMP (Supported Employment Medicaid Program) must have a Medicaid Service Coordinator to apply.

Broker services for those individuals interested in self-direction.  The support broker assist in developing a circle of support, plan a budget, assist in hiring and supervising staff, communicate with the fiscal intermediary, etc.

Openings in Stepping into adulthood afterschool/Saturday program for Queens residents 14—20 who are ambulatory and have a mild to moderate developmental disabilities including Autism.  Helps individuals develop skills needed to transition into adulthood including meal, preparation, money management, Music and Art Therapy and community integration.  Program meets Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 3:30 PM. – 6:00 PM.  Saturday from 10:00 AM to 

2:30 PM funded thru the Medicaid Waiver.  Program is located in Glendale.

Recreation/respite program for teens 13-20.  Program meets one Saturday a month.  Individuals participate in community based activities (bowling, movies, museums).  Must be ambulatory and independent in self-care.  Program meets in Queens Village, from 11-4pm.  Door to door transportation available.  

Recreation /respite program for adults 21+.  Info same as above, except program meets one Sunday a month.  Opening for broker services for individuals living in Queens.

SANYS-  Lisa Severino announced that there is a Self-Advocacy group that has started in Queens.  If you are interested please contact Lisa at 347-613-0808 or Uly Ramos at 551-587-4019.

Shield Institute-  Dorothy Wohl, 718-939-9700, ext 1242.  MSC openings:  English, Spanish, Korean, Creole and Mandarin.

People Embracing People, Traci Summers, 718-441-7313 or 347-480-0955
People Embracing People (PEP)-family Care Program for individuals seeking alternate placement in private homes or apartments.  Seeking providers and individuals.

Maranathahs, Marsha Tippett, 718-441-7313

Availability for non-medicaid case management , non-medicaid skills training.
New Horizons Counseling Center, Inc, Alysia Clarke, 718-327-7202
Openings in MSC for Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island, contact Luz Obando at 718-327-7202.

Openings in Day Hab wow in Queens, Pre-Voc (community) in Queens.  Accepting referrals for 17-18 school holiday respite and afterschool in Queens only.
In-home respite Brooklyn and Queens.  Community hab in Brooklyn and Queens. 

Community Options New York, Inc, Annemarie Russo
Employment opportunities:

Pathway to Employment; Employment training program (ETP); Supported Employment Program (SEMP); contact Stephen Benjamin @ 646-265-6487 or stephen.benjamin@comop.org.

Iyaho Social Services, Inc.  Preya 212-470-8759/516-360-6287
Availability: in Home Reshab/Community Hab; Medicaid Service Coordination; Respite Services; Day Habilitation. 
Closing Remarks,

Next meeting is Monday, October 2, 2017 at 9:30 am @ Queens Borough Hall, room 200, 120-55 Queens Blvd, Kew gardens.

Respectfully Submitted
Marieta Austin,

QCDD Secretary

